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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET

MINUTES of the meeting of the Cabinet held on Thursday 25 January 2018 at 7.00 
pm 

PRESENT: Councillor J A Kite, MBE (Chairman)
Councillor C J Shippam (Vice-Chairman)
Councillor Mrs A D Allen, MBE
Councillor P F Coleman
Councillor K M Kelly
Councillor A R Lloyd
Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow

ALSO PRESENT: Councillor D E Hunnisett

97. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.

98. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

99. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7 
DECEMBER 2017 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 7 December 2017 be 
confirmed.

100. URGENT ITEMS 

There were no urgent items.

101. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE CABINET ADVISORY PANEL HELD 
ON 22 JANUARY 2018 

The Cabinet received the minutes of the Cabinet Advisory Panel held on 22 
January 2018 and took note of the Panel’s views throughout the meeting.

102. REFERENCES FROM COMMITTEES 

There were no references from other committees.

103. CONSULTATION BY MAYOR OF LONDON: DRAFT LONDON PLAN 

This report was produced in response to a consultation on a new London Plan 
by the Mayor of London. This new London Plan had been drafted to introduce 
new strategic planning policies, including targets for increased house building, 
and policies related to the relationship between development and 
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infrastructure within Greater London and the surrounding ‘wider south east’ 
regions.

The Head of Regeneration referred to the impact that the Plan would have on 
Dartford and said that they welcomed the proposed increased levels of 
collaboration and noted that associated meetings were already being 
arranged and held. She said that the London Mayor was not intending to force 
Local Authorities outside London to accommodate some of London’s housing 
need, but was looking to work with willing partners outside London to deliver 
the identified levels of housing required. She said that the Plan anticipated 
that London would largely be able to meet its housing need within its 
boundary but noted that the housing targets set out in the Plan were 1000 
homes a year less than had been forecast as being required. She then said 
that the proposed approach to meeting housing delivery through an emphasis 
on small sites raised issues. She said that the cumulative increases in 
population growth through small site development can cause issues when 
identifying sites for supporting infrastructure (e.g. new schools). This creates 
direct impacts for Dartford when the population growth, without supporting 
infrastructure, is close to the Dartford’s boundary (i.e. in Bexley).

The Head of Regeneration then drew Members’ attention to the proposed 
response to the Plan’s Green Belt related policy and the fact that London 
Boroughs were being given no flexibility to consider the de-designation of 
Green Belt areas when considering how to meet future housing need through 
their Local Plan preparation. She said that there was a risk may that they may 
not be able to meet their housing targets, leading to pressure on other Green 
Belt areas in the South East outside London to address this unmet need. She 
noted how this went against National Policy which stated that Green Belt 
boundaries should be reviewed whenever a Local Authority’s Local Plan is 
reviewed. The Chairman questioned the way that this response had been 
worded and asked that it be revised to ask that London Boroughs be required 
to follow National Policy and consider Green Belt boundaries when preparing 
or reviewing their Local Plans.

The Head of Regeneration then noted how consideration of the Plan by the 
wider South East was still ongoing and said that it may be necessary to revise 
the proposed response further if other areas of concern or interest are 
identified.

Members echoed the concern expressed relating to the development of small 
sites and referred to the number of residents from Bexley who make use of 
Dartford’s schools and medical facilities and the associated impact that their 
traffic movements have on congestion and parking availability.

With the Chairman’s permission the Chairman of Development Control Board, 
who was present at the meeting, asked how differences between National 
Policy and those defined within the London Plan would be addressed. The 
Head of Regeneration replied that the Plan would be subject to public 
examination and anticipated that the Inspector would focus on any areas of 
conflict.
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In response to a question on the London Mayor’s ability to comment on 
Dartford’s Local Plan, and the fact that he should only do this judiciously and 
with restraint, the Head of Regeneration advised that the London Mayor had 
prepared his own housing need related technical evidence for the whole 
country and would be referring to this data, rather than the Government’s 
housing need data, when reviewing the Local Plans of other Local Authorities. 
She said that this could cause him to raise objections on housing targets 
when they did not accord with his own methodology and evidence. Members 
hoped that the Inspector would identify where the data being used for a 
particular argument conflicted with Government provided data and disregard 
any associated comments accordingly.

Members agreed the proposed changes to the draft response and endorsed 
the Managing Director’s proposal that the Leader be added as a consultee 
when the response is finalised.

RESOLVED:

That a response be submitted by the Head of Regeneration, in consultation 
with the Leader and the Chairman of Development Control Board, based on 
the draft response set out in Appendix A to the report, as amended by the 
above minute.

104. DRAFT BETTER CARE FUND DISCRETIONARY ASSISTANCE POLICY 

The Better Care Fund allows discretionary financial assistance to be provided 
by a Local Authority to enable residents to leave hospital and return to a 
suitable home environment; thus reducing bed blocking. Dartford Borough 
Council receives Better Care Funding from the Government to enable it to 
assist vulnerable client groups. This report provided examples of real life 
scenarios, and proposed a draft Better Care Fund Discretionary Assistance 
Policy that will assist this client group, by allowing the Council to fully utilise its 
Better Care Funding. The Policy was also aimed at preventing 
admissions/readmissions to hospital by providing funding to eligible 
households for, for example, essential repairs or heating installation, which, if 
not carried out, may have a detrimental impact on their health and wellbeing.

The Strategic Director (External Services) noted how the report had also 
asked that the Discretionary Assistance Grant threshold of £5,000, which had 
previously been agreed when an associated report had been considered by 
Cabinet in July 2017, be increased to £7500; and that it also gave her 
delegated authority to make further in-year amendments if considered 
necessary. She also referred to the Cabinet Advisory Panel’s expressions of 
support for the scheme and highlighted the offers that had been made by 
members of the Panel to help promote and publicise the availability of the 
scheme.

Members welcomed the assistance that this scheme would provide and 
endorsed the report’s recommendations.
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RESOLVED:

1. That the draft Better Care Fund Discretionary Assistance Policy, 
attached at Appendix A to the report, be approved.

2. That, for the reasons outlined in paragraph 3.3. of the report, an 
increase in the current Discretionary Assistance Grant from £5000 to 
£7500 be approved as the maximum assistance available per approved 
application. 

3. That the Strategic Director (External Services) be granted delegated 
authority to make in-year amendments to the approved Better Care 
Fund Discretionary Assistance Policy, as necessary.

105. REVIEW OF DISCRETIONARY LOCAL BUSINESS RATES RELIEF 
SCHEME 

This report asked Members to review and approve changes to Dartford’s 
Discretionary Local Business Rates Relief Scheme.

The Strategic Director (Internal Services) explained how the Government had 
provided additional funding in March 2017 to help those businesses adversely 
affected by the business rate revaluation exercise but said that only a small 
proportion of the funding available to Dartford businesses had been 
distributed to date due to the low number of applications that had been 
received. She said that, as the Government was keen to see that all of the 
funding is distributed, the report proposed that the maximum relief percentage 
available for 2017/18 to 2020/21 be increased, and that automatic 
applications are submitted for those businesses that are thought to be eligible 
for this and future years.

In response to a question the Strategic Director (Internal Services) said that 
the criteria defined in the Council’s guidelines, which were attached at 
Appendix A to the report, enabled them to identify those businesses that may 
be eligible for the scheme. She also noted how other Local Authorities had 
been experiencing difficulties when attempting to fully distribute the funding 
available.

Members approved the proposed changes to the scheme but also noted how 
the level of relief being made available tapered off in future years.

RESOLVED:

1. That the proposed increase to the maximum percentage relief available 
for 2017/18 to 2020/21 be approved, and the ability for it to be 
retrospectively applied to existing recipients be allowed.

2. That the proposal to make automatic awards for 2017/18 (subject to a 
State Aid declaration) to potential recipients who have not yet claimed 
be approved.
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3. That the proposal to apply relief automatically for 2018/19 to 2020/21 
(subject to a State Aid declaration) be approved.

4. That delegated authority be given to the S151 officer to amend the 
scheme in future years to ensure relief is properly targeted and fully 
utilised for the benefit of ratepayers.

106. NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC DISCRETIONARY RATE RELIEF 2018/19 

This report asked Members to consider granting discretionary rate relief to 
ratepayers who have made applications in respect of 2018/19.

RESOLVED:

That the level of discretionary rate relief for 2018/19, for the organisations 
listed in Appendix A to the report, be determined in accordance with the 
detailed recommendations set out in that Appendix.

107. PARKING CONSULTATION: LONGFIELD WARD 

Some of the residents of Kent Road and Essex Road, Longfield had reported 
numerous parking related issues. The Council therefore undertook a number 
of consultations on proposals for managing the reported issues culminating in 
a statutory consultation. This report summarised the results of the statutory 
consultation and asked that a number of associated traffic regulation orders 
be approved for implementation.

Having noted the comments that had been made when this item had been 
considered by the Cabinet Advisory Panel the Chairman confirmed with the 
Monitoring Officer that he would not be required to declare a prejudicial 
interest in this item.

The Chairman referred to the Cabinet Advisory Panel’s consideration of the 
process that has to be followed when the potential need for a parking 
management scheme is identified by residents and noted how, since 2012 
when they had resolved to cease the routine introduction of new parking 
controls, each resident driven request had been queued and considered on a 
case by case basis to assess priorities. He then noted how they had 
attempted to deliver 2 schemes a year if possible and said that the scheme in 
the area around Cranford Road, which had been referred to during the debate 
that had taken place at the Cabinet Advisory Panel, had been progressed 
following representations that had been received from both residents and 
local ward Councillors. He then noted how the Council’s resources were now 
being focused on the regeneration of the Town Centre but said that, if 
alternative funding sources could be identified, then outside independent 
experienced consultants could be engaged to bring further parking 
management schemes forward for consideration.

The Chairman then highlighted how Cabinet had been required to apply 
discretion to a number of previous parking schemes because the response 
rate to proposals varied according to the availability of off street parking.  He 
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said that this could lead to greatly differing response rates within parts of the 
same road and that Cabinet needed to take into account the needs of those 
with no parking.  He also noted how this scheme was being specifically 
introduced to address the problems caused by commuter parking not directly 
connected with local residents. He then expressed the view that the 
introduction of parking controls by Gravesham Borough Council around 
Meopham and Sole Street stations may have encouraged commuters to drive 
to, and park in, Longfield before commuting to London.

Members welcomed and endorsed the proposed scheme but asked whether 
displacement could potentially lead to future parking problems in other areas, 
such as around Farningham Road station. The Chairman agreed that 
displacement parking could always lead to problems in other roads but 
thought that the reduced level of service available from Farningham Road 
station may discourage commuters from using that station as an alternative 
starting point.

RESOLVED:

1. That the making of the traffic regulation order in accordance with 
paragraph 3.6 of the report and the implementation of the scheme, be 
approved.

2. That households within the consultation areas be informed of the 
consultation outcome and the applicable installations, subject to the 
traffic regulation order making process.

108. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
COUNCIL, CABINET, COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 

This report sought Members’ views on the proposed calendar of meetings for 
2018/19 and the provisional calendar for 2019/20.

RESOLVED:

That the proposed calendar of meetings for 2018/19 and the provisional 
calendar of meetings for 2019/20 be submitted to the Annual Meeting of the 
Council.

The meeting closed at 7.39 pm

Councillor J A Kite, MBE
CHAIRMAN


